Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 291 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.075; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the title compound, C 6 H 8 NO 2 + ÁCl À , intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁCl and N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds are observed in which each chloride anion links three adjacent cations into a hydrogen-bond network.
Related literature
For a related compound, see Mantero et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The crystal structure of pyridin-4-ylmethanediol, namely the hydrated form of isonicotinaldehyde has been previously reported (Mantero et al., 2006) . In this paper, we report the X-ray single-crystal structure of pyridin-2-ylmethanediol-1-ium chloride (I).
The molecular structure of (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 . The two hydroxyl groups lie at the same side of the aromatic ring. In the crystal packing, intermolecular O-H···Cl and N-H···Cl hydrogen bonding interactions are observed where every chloride anion links three adjacent molecules into a hydrogen-bond sustained network (Fig. 2 ).
Refinement
The H1A atom bonded with atom O1 was located in the difference synthesis and were refined isotropically. The other H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å and O-H = 0.96 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Special details
Experimental. The structure was solved by direct methods (Bruker, 2000) and successive difference Fourier syntheses.
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
